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The names of the Deities ' that were born ? in the Plain of High Heaven * when the Heaven and

Earth began were the Deity Muster-of-the-August-Centre-of-Heaven,' next the High-August-

Producing-Wondrous Deity,’ next the Divine-Producing-Wondrous-Deity. ® These three Deities

were all Deities born alone, and hid their persons.*

' For this rendering of the Japanese word kami see Introduction, pp.xix-xx.
? Literally, “that became” (%) . Such “becoming” is concisely defined by Motowori as “the birth
of that which did not exist before.”

* In Japanese Takama-no-hara.

" Ame-no-mi-naka-nushi-no-kami.

> Taka-mi-musu-bi-no-kami. It is open to doubt whether the syllable bi, instead of signifying

“Wondrous,” may not simply be a verbal termination, in which case the three syllables musubi
would mean, not “wondrous producing,” but simply “producing,” ie. if we adopt the interpretation
of the Verb musubu as “to produce” in the Active sense of the word, an interpretation as to
whose propriety there is some room for doubt. In the absence of certainty the translator has

followed the view expressed by Motowori and adopted by Hirata The same remark applies to the



following and other similar names.

® Kami-musu-bi-no-kami. This name reappears in later Sections under the lengthened form of

Kami-musu-bi-mi-oya-no-mikoto, i.e., His Augustness the Deity-Producing-Wondrous-August-
Ancestor, and also in abbreviated forms.

" Le. they all came into existence without being procreated in the manner usual with both gods
and men, and afterwards disappeared, Le., died.

(Basil Hall Chamberlain, “THE KOJIKI: Records of Ancient Matters”)
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At the time of the beginning of heaven and earth,' there came into existence in TAKAMA-NO-
PARA a deity named AME-NO-MI-NAKA-NUSI-NO-KAMI: next, TAKA-MI-MUSUBL-NO-KAMI;
next, KAMI-MUSUBL-NO-KAMI. These three deities all came into existence as single deities,? and

their forms were not visible. *

(Donald L. Philippi, “KOJIKI: Translated with an Introduction and Notes™)
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' See ADDITIONAL NOTE 1 for a discussion of the cosmogony of this chapter. For discussions of
proper names see GLOSSARY.
* Pitori-gami; unlike the pairs of male and female deities who came into existence later, these
deities came into being one by one and had no counterparts. However, it later becomes apparent
that both Kami-musubi-no-kami and Taka-mi-musubi-né-kami had children (cf.30:4; 385) .
* Or ‘they hid their bodies.

(Donald L. Philippi, “KOJIKI: Translated with an Introduction and Notes™)
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When heaven and earth first appeared, the names of the spirits who came about in the high plains
of heaven are these:

First was the spirit Master Mighty Centre of Heaven.

Next was the spirit Lofty Growth.

Next was the spirit Sacred Growth.

All three spirits were single and concealed themselves.

(Gustav Heldt “THE KOJIKI: An Account of Ancient Matters”)
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Of all the words for which it is hard to find a suitable English equivalent, Kami is the hardest.

Indeed there is no English word which renders it with any near approach to exactness.
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So later on, unable to bear her pangs of longing any longer, she set off after him and sang a



song that said:

Since my lord set out,

the days grow ever longer.

As leaves of the mountain elderberry

face one another, would I go greet him.
I can wait and wait no more.
(This mountain elderberry is known as the royal representative tree) .
[RF7-0] LIE[EKR] THZELEELLIMEICOWTEH, FEMFXTREEINLTWE, 22Tl
Bozoll, BIREFL L TORERESHRD TEw EEiFDdH %, Edwin A. Cranston i [A Waka

Anthology: VOLUME ONE: The Gem-Glistening Cup] O3B %L TH <o

Then afterward, unable to bear her longing, the Princess followed him, at which time she sang:

Kimi ga yuki Long now are the days
Kenagaku narinu Shince my lord has gone away;
Yamatazu no As elder leaves meet,
Mukae o yukamu So shall T go and meet him,
Matsu ni wa mataji And not wait an endless wait.

What is here called yamatazulelder] is our present miyatsukogi. **
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